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of this century of the life sciences for 
all our citizens is as worthy as any in 
American history. 

I urge my colleagues to make good 
on the promise of America, and see 
that all our citizens receive the quality 
health care that should be their birth-
right. I urge the Senate to support 
Medicare for All. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 359—CON-
CERNING THE GOVERNMENT OF 
ROMANIA’S BAN ON INTER-
COUNTRY ADOPTIONS AND THE 
WELFARE OF ORPHANED OR 
ABANDONED CHILDREN IN RO-
MANIA 

Ms. LANDRIEU submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

S. RES. 359 

Whereas following the execution of Roma-
nian President Nicolae Ceausescu in 1989, it 
was discovered that more than 100,000 under-
fed, neglected children throughout Romania 
were living in hundreds of squalid and inhu-
mane institutions; 

Whereas citizens of the United States re-
sponded to the dire situation of these chil-
dren with an outpouring of compassion and 
assistance to improve conditions in those in-
stitutions and to provide for the needs of 
abandoned children in Romania; 

Whereas, between 1990 and 2004, citizens of 
the United States adopted more than 8,200 
Romanian children, with a similar response 
from the citizens of Western Europe; 

Whereas the United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF) reported in March 2005 that 
more than 9,000 children a year are aban-
doned in Romania’s maternity wards or pedi-
atric hospitals and that child abandonment 
in Romania in ‘‘2003 and 2004 was no different 
from that occurring 10, 20, or 30 years ago’’; 

Whereas there are approximately 37,000 or-
phaned or abandoned children in Romania 
today living in state institutions, an addi-
tional 49,000 living in temporary arrange-
ments, such as foster care, and an unknown 
number of children living on the streets and 
in maternity and pediatric hospitals; 

Whereas, on December 28, 1994, Romania 
ratified the Hague Convention on Protection 
of Children and Co-operation in Respect of 
Intercountry Adoption which recognizes that 
‘‘intercountry adoption may offer the advan-
tage of a permanent family to a child for 
whom a suitable family cannot be found in 
his or her State of origin’’; 

Whereas intercountry adoption offers the 
hope of a permanent family for children who 
are orphaned or abandoned by their biologi-
cal parents; 

Whereas UNICEF’s official position on 
intercountry adoption, in pertinent part, 
states: ‘‘For children who cannot be raised 
by their own families, an appropriate alter-
native family environment should be sought 
in preference to institutional care, which 
should be used only as a last resort and as a 
temporary measure. Inter-country adoption 
is one of a range of care options which may 
be open to children, and for individual chil-
dren who cannot be placed in a permanent 
family setting in their countries of origin, it 
may indeed be the best solution. In each 
case, the best interests of the individual 
child must be the guiding principal in mak-
ing a decision regarding adoption.’’; 

Whereas unsubstantiated allegations have 
been made about the fate of children adopted 
from Romania and the qualifications and 
motives of those who adopt internationally; 

Whereas in June 2001, the Romanian Adop-
tion Committee imposed a moratorium on 
intercountry adoption, but continued to ac-
cept new intercountry adoption applications 
and allowed many such applications to be 
processed under an exception for extraor-
dinary circumstances; 

Whereas on June 21, 2004, the Parliament 
of Romania enacted Law 272/2004 on ‘‘the pro-
tection and promotion of the rights of the 
child’’, which creates new requirements for 
declaring a child legally available for adop-
tion; 

Whereas on June 21, 2004, the Parliament 
of Romania enacted Law 273/2004 on adop-
tion, which prohibits intercountry adoption 
except by a child’s biological grandparent or 
grandparents; 

Whereas there is no European Union law or 
regulation restricting intercountry adop-
tions to biological grandparents or requiring 
that restrictive laws be passed as a pre-
requisite for accession to the European 
Union; 

Whereas the number of Romanian children 
adopted domestically is far less than the 
number abandoned and has declined further 
since enactment of Law 272/2004 and 273/2004 
due to new, overly burdensome requirements 
for adoption; 

Whereas prior to enactment of Law 273/ 
2004, 211 intercountry adoption cases were 
pending with the Government of Romania in 
which children had been matched with adop-
tive parents in the United States, and ap-
proximately 1,500 cases were pending in 
which children had been matched with pro-
spective parents in Western Europe; and 

Whereas the children of Romania, and all 
children, deserve to be raised in permanent 
families: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the desire of the Government 

of Romania to improve the standard of care 
and well-being of children in Romania; 

(2) urges the Government of Romania to 
complete the processing of the intercountry 
adoption cases which were pending when 
Law 273/2004 was enacted; 

(3) urges the Government of Romania to 
amend its child welfare and adoption laws to 
decrease barriers to adoption, both domestic 
and intercountry, including by allowing 
intercountry adoption by persons other than 
biological grandparents; 

(4) urges the Secretary of State and the 
Administrator of the United States Agency 
for International Development to work col-
laboratively with the Government of Roma-
nia to achieve these ends; and 

(5) requests that the European Union and 
its member states not impede the Govern-
ment of Romania’s efforts to place orphaned 
or abandoned children in permanent homes 
in a manner that is consistent with Roma-
nia’s obligations under the Hague Conven-
tion on Protection of Children and Co-oper-
ation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 360—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF FEB-
RUARY 6 THROUGH FEBRUARY 
10, 2006, AS ‘‘NATIONAL SCHOOL 
COUNSELING WEEK’’ 

Mrs. MURRAY submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 360 

Whereas the American School Counselor 
Association has declared the week of Feb-

ruary 6 through February 10, 2006, as ‘‘Na-
tional School Counseling Week’’; 

Whereas the Senate has recognized the im-
portance of school counseling through the 
inclusion of elementary and secondary 
school counseling programs in the reauthor-
ization of the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act of 1965; 

Whereas school counselors have long advo-
cated that the education system of the 
United States must leave no child behind 
and must provide opportunities for every 
student; 

Whereas personal and social growth results 
in increased academic achievement; 

Whereas school counselors help develop 
well-rounded students by guiding them 
through their academic, personal, social, and 
career development; 

Whereas school counselors have been in-
strumental in helping students, teachers, 
and parents deal with the trauma that was 
inflicted upon them by hurricanes Katrina, 
Rita, and Wilma; 

Whereas students face myriad challenges 
every day, including peer pressure, depres-
sion, and school violence; 

Whereas school counselors are usually the 
only professionals in a school building who 
are trained in both education and mental 
health matters; 

Whereas the roles and responsibilities of 
school counselors are often misunderstood, 
and the school counselor position is often 
among the first to be eliminated in order to 
meet budgetary constraints; 

Whereas the national average ratio of stu-
dents to school counselors of 478-to-1 is more 
than double the 250-to-1 ratio recommended 
by the American School Counselor Associa-
tion, the American Counseling Association, 
the American Medical Association, the 
American Psychological Association, and 
other organizations; and 

Whereas the celebration of National 
School Counseling Week would increase 
awareness of the important and necessary 
role school counselors play in the lives of 
students in the United States: 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the week of February 6 

through February 10, 2006, as ‘‘National 
School Counseling Week’’; and 

(2) encourages the people of the United 
States to observe the week with appropriate 
ceremonies and activities that promote 
awareness of the role school counselors per-
form in the school and the community at 
large in preparing students for fulfilling 
lives as contributing members of society. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 361—HON-
ORING PROFESSIONAL SUR-
VEYORS AND RECOGNIZING 
THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS TO SOCI-
ETY 

Mr. ALLEN (for himself and Mr. STE-
VENS) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 361 

Whereas there are over 45,000 professional 
surveyors in the United States; 

Whereas 2006 marks the 200th anniversary 
of the end of the Lewis and Clark landmark 
expedition through the upper reaches of the 
Louisiana Territory and the American West; 

Whereas this journey is one of the most 
important surveying expeditions in the his-
tory of the United States because of the 
wealth of geographical and scientific infor-
mation it provided about the new Nation; 

Whereas the nature of surveying has 
changed dramatically since 1785, as it is no 
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longer limited to the description and loca-
tion of land boundaries; 

Whereas hydrographic surveys are impor-
tant to the use of all our bodies of water; 

Whereas engineering surveys are utilized 
in the study and selection of engineering 
construction; 

Whereas geodetic surveys determine pre-
cise global positioning for such activities as 
aircraft and missile navigation; 

Whereas cartographic surveys are used for 
mapping and charting, as well as photo-
grammetry, the science of using aerial pho-
tographs for measurement and map produc-
tion; 

Whereas many services are provided 
through the use of sophisticated equipment 
and techniques, such as satellite-borne re-
mote sensing devices and automated posi-
tioning, measuring, recording, and plotting 
equipment; 

Whereas the role of the surveyor has been, 
and remains, of vital importance in the de-
velopment of the United States; 

Whereas since the colonial days of this Na-
tion, surveyors have been leaders in the com-
munity, Statesmen, influential citizens, and 
shapers of cultural standards; 

Whereas former surveyors include George 
Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and Abra-
ham Lincoln; 

Whereas it was the work of the surveyor 
that determined the boundaries of land, the 
greatest economic asset in the colonies that 
became the United States; 

Whereas Thomas Jefferson chaired a com-
mittee in 1784 to devise a plan for disposing 
of lands west of the 13 original colonies; 

Whereas Thomas Jefferson argued that 
surveying before sale was necessary to pre-
vent overlapping claim and to simplify deeds 
and registers; 

Whereas Thomas Jefferson reportedly 
wrote a plan, which was debated in Congress 
and in modified form was adopted as the 
Land Ordinance of May 20, 1785, establishing 
the Public Land Survey System (‘‘PLSS’’), 
the rectangular system that continues today 
in 30 midwestern and western states; and 

Whereas the establishment of the third 
week of March as National Surveyors Week 
would be a fitting tribute to all surveyors: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recommends the establishment of Na-

tional Surveyors Week; 
(2) calls on the people of the United States 

to observe National Surveyors Week each 
year with appropriate ceremonies and activi-
ties paying tribute to professional surveyors 
and their contribution to society; and 

(3) invites the people of the United States 
to look back at the historic contributions of 
surveying and look ahead to the new tech-
nologies which are constantly modernizing 
this honored and learned profession. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 362—HON-
ORING THE LIFE OF CORETTA 
SCOTT KING AND EXPRESSING 
THE CONDOLENCES OF THE SEN-
ATE ON HER PASSING 

Mr. FRIST (for himself, Mr. REID, 
Mr. OBAMA, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. CHAM-
BLISS, Mr. SANTORUM, Mr. AKAKA, Mr. 
ALEXANDER, Mr. ALLARD, Mr. ALLEN, 
Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. BAYH, Mr. BENNETT, 
Mr. BIDEN, Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr. BOND, 
Mrs. BOXER, Mr. BROWNBACK, Mr. BUN-
NING, Mr. BURNS, Mr. BURR, Mr. BYRD, 
Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. CARPER, Mr. 
CHAFEE, Mrs. CLINTON, Mr. COBURN, Mr. 
COCHRAN, Mr. COLEMAN, Ms. COLLINS, 
Mr. CONRAD, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. CRAIG, 

Mr. CRAPO, Mr. DAYTON, Mr. DEMINT, 
Mr. DEWINE, Mr. DODD, Mrs. DOLE, Mr. 
DOMENICI, Mr. DORGAN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. 
ENSIGN, Mr. ENZI, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. GRASSLEY, 
Mr. GREGG, Mr. HAGEL, Mr. HARKIN, 
Mr. HATCH, Mrs. HUTCHISON, Mr. 
INHOFE, Mr. INOUYE, Mr. JEFFORDS, Mr. 
JOHNSON, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. KERRY, Mr. 
KOHL, Mr. KYL, Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. LAU-
TENBERG, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. 
LIEBERMAN, Mrs. LINCOLN, Mr. LOTT, 
Mr. LUGAR, Mr. MARTINEZ, Mr. MCCAIN, 
Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. MENENDEZ, Ms. 
MIKULSKI, Mrs. MURKOWSKI, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mr. NELSON of Florida, Mr. NEL-
SON of Nebraska, Mr. PRYOR, Mr. REED, 
Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. ROCKEFELLER, Mr. 
SALAZAR, Mr. SARBANES, Mr. SCHUMER, 
Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. SHELBY, Mr. SMITH, 
Ms. SNOWE, Mr. SPECTER, Ms. STABE-
NOW, Mr. STEVENS, Mr. SUNUNU, Mr. 
TALENT, Mr. THOMAS, Mr. THUNE, Mr. 
VITTER, Mr. VOINOVICH, Mr. WARNER, 
and Mr. WYDEN) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 362 

Whereas Coretta Scott King was an inspi-
rational figure and a woman of great 
strength, grace, and dignity who came to 
personify the ideals for which her husband 
fought; 

Whereas Coretta Scott was born and raised 
in rural Alabama, graduated as the valedic-
torian from Lincoln High School, and re-
ceived a Bachelor of Arts degree from Anti-
och College in Yellow Springs, Ohio; 

Whereas Coretta Scott fought to be al-
lowed to teach in the local public schools in 
Ohio but was denied because of her race; 

Whereas Coretta Scott studied music at 
the New England Conservatory of Music in 
Boston and, while attending school in the 
City, met a graduate student who was study-
ing for his doctorate degree at Boston Uni-
versity; 

Whereas that graduate student, Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr., told her on their first date, 
‘‘The four things that I look for in a wife are 
character, personality, intelligence, and 
beauty. And you have them all.’’; 

Whereas Coretta Scott and Martin Luther 
King, Jr. were married on June 18, 1953, and 
moved to Montgomery, Alabama; 

Whereas Mrs. King gave birth to her first 
child, Yolanda, 2 weeks before the start of 
the Montgomery bus boycott, and protected 
her when opponents of the boycott bombed 
the King household; 

Whereas Dr. and Mrs. King were to have 3 
more children named Martin Luther, III, 
Dexter, and Bernice; 

Whereas during the lifetime of Dr. King, 
Mrs. King balanced the demands of raising 
their 4 children, serving as the wife of a pas-
tor, and speaking before church, civic, col-
lege, fraternal, and peace groups; 

Whereas Mrs. King participated in more 
than 30 ‘‘Freedom Concerts’’, where she lec-
tured, read poetry, and sang to raise aware-
ness of and money for the civil rights move-
ment; 

Whereas Mrs. King stood by the side of her 
husband during many civil rights marches 
and other notable occasions, including a 1957 
trip to Ghana to mark the independence of 
that country, a 1959 trip to India to visit 
sites associated with Mahatma Gandhi, and a 
1964 trip to Oslo, Norway, to accept a Nobel 
Peace Prize awarded to Dr. King; 

Whereas just 4 days after the assassination 
of her husband in 1968, Mrs. King led a march 
of 50,000 people through the streets of Mem-

phis and, later that year, took his place in 
the Poor People’s March to Washington; 

Whereas Mrs. King devoted her energy to 
carrying on the message of nonviolence and 
the work of her husband to create a United 
States in which all people have equal rights; 

Whereas Mrs. King dedicated herself to 
raising funds and developing programs for 
the Atlanta-based Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Center for Nonviolent Social Change, where 
she served as founding President, Chair, and 
Chief Executive Officer; 

Whereas Mrs. King was instrumental in 
seeing that the birthday of her husband was 
honored as a Federal holiday, an occasion 
first marked in 1986; 

Whereas Mrs. King received honorary doc-
torates from over 60 colleges and univer-
sities, and authored 3 books; 

Whereas Mrs. King received the congres-
sional gold medal for her invaluable con-
tributions to the United States as a leader of 
the civil rights movement; 

Whereas Mrs. King traveled to every cor-
ner of the United States and the globe to 
speak out on behalf of a number of impor-
tant issues, including racial and economic 
justice, the rights of women and children, re-
ligious freedom, full employment, health 
care, and education; and 

Whereas Coretta Scott King was a civil 
rights icon and one of the most influential 
African Americans in history: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) mourns the loss of Coretta Scott King; 
(2) admires her lifelong commitment to so-

cial justice and peace; 
(3) recognizes her role as a leading partici-

pant in the American Civil Rights Movement 
and her support to democracy movements 
world-wide; 

(4) expresses its sympathies to the family 
of Coretta Scott king and; 

(5) directs the Secretary of the Senate to 
transmit an enrolled copy of this resolution 
to the family of Coretta Scott King. 

f 

AUTHORITIES FOR COMMITTEES 
TO MEET 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation be authorized to meet 
on Tuesday, January 31, 2006, at 2:30 
p.m., on video content. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Tuesday, January 31, 2006, at 
2:30 p.m., to hold a hearing on nomina-
tions. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions be authorized to hold a 
hearing during the session of the Sen-
ate on Tuesday, January 31, 2006, at 2 
p.m., in SD–106. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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